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KIKA DE LA GARZA. 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS---------------.
101-1193 2 February 1989 Washington D C
PRESIDENT BUSH'S FIRST STATE OF THE UNION address to a joint session of Congress
on February 9 is one speech this Congressman will not miss. George Bush is
a fellow Texan and 1 1 m anxious to lend an ear to what my home-state brother
has to offer us. I am eager to see what he will propose by way of budget
recommendations, economic development, health care, education and the like.
This will be my 25th State of the Union since coming to Congress in January
of 1965. It will be the first time a fellow Texan has delivered the speech
as Chief Executive since Lyndon Johnson--the first President with whom I served
as a Member of Congress. I have personally known the Presidents since
Eisenhower, and George Bush will be the sixth President with whom I have served
since coming to the Congress.
President Bush has sounded the first chords of cooperation, and that is
music we need to hear more often in the nation '9 capital. I fully intend on
workiDJt with our new President to achieve co-.on ground and JlK)ve the nation r s
business along at a strong and steady pace.
Agriculture, as most know, is my life's work. I am hoping that Ceorge
Bush will take a hard look at what his predecessor recommended for the U S
Department of Agriculture (USDA) in fiscal year 1990. Mr Reagan left office
with a suggestion that $5 billion, representing a 25% reduction from 1989 levels,
be cut from agriculture outlays in 1990.
President Bush does have the option of modifying the budget proposals
left to him by President Reagan. We hope he will do so. A twenty-five percent
cut is incompatible with our objective of maintaining U.S. supremacy in the
production and export of food and fibre.
As we have previous ly documented, the Congress has taken cuts in excess
of $30 billion from projected agriculture spending over the tera of President
Reagan's Administration.
We have been friends for many years, and I know I will have a good working
relationship with Agriculture Secretary-designate, Clayton Yeutter, and together
we can fashion a budget blueprint for agriculture that will do two things:
(more)
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contribute fairly to deficit reduction and also support the intricate systems
of planting, cultivating, harvesting, processing, marketing and overseas sales
that are so i8p0rtant to A8erican agriculture.
The Reagan Administration left us with a prime example of where NOT to
cut the USDA budget. The inherited recommendation asked for a cut of $36 million
in budget authority fo'r the USDA Extension Service which operates one of the
finest programs in the Department: the 4-H program for youngsters.
The 4-H program shows our young people in rural America how to become
efficient and masterful farmers and ranchers. The 4-H program includes study
work in the fields of general science and bio-technology (including horticulture
and up to date cultivation techniques). This 4-H program 'is the single most
important thing we can do for our youngsters. We mus t encourage young people
to make a future in agriculture--this is how the U.S. can, and will, maintain
its lead in food and fibre production.
We will work with the new Administration to develop some responsible
alternatives to the budget proposals which President Bush has inherited. We
can do this if we work with the understanding that we will serve the best
interests of all our citizens by balancing the budget--but not entirely at
the expense of those who feed and clothe us.
The American farmer and rancher has seen to it that we are the best fed
nation in the world, and we enjoy this bounty at one of the lowest per capita
costs of ~ nation in the world. This Congressman vants to keep it this way,
and I will be listening closely for President Bush's remarks on agriculture















more funds to enab Ie
grow into a secure
Each year we have been successful in finding federal support for the refuge
and we will try to do so again for fiscal year 1990, although it will be much
more difficult this time around due to budget constraints.
The Rio Grande Valley Wildlife
and will provide untold millions
that cater to the flow of tourists.
Refuge will be an enormous tourist attraction
of dollars in revenue for local businesses
We can also provide a permanent home for the ocelot, the jaguarundi, and
all the many rare forms of plant and animal life that inhabit our cross-roads
geography--including my favorite, the squawking Chachalaca!
it it iI
VISITORS FROM 1IQ}1E. Yvonne Villarreal, Estella Trevino, Felicia Currie and
Mr & Mrs Al Tobin Jr--all of Edinburg; Tom Champion, John and Karen Blondek,
Joyce Brooks, Joe and Suzie Zavaletta, Mr & Mrs Jim Batsell, Marla Garza, and
Corina Robertson--all of Brownsville; San Juanita Rutledge of Mission; Mr and
Mrs Raul Salinas of Laredo; ~lario Martinez, Isidro B Gutierrez Jr, Step)len
C Newman, and Tony Salinas--all of Hebbronville; Mrs Othal Brand and daughter
Cynthia, Lois Smith, and Cathy Chapa McRea--all of McAllen; Lloyd Lyles of
Nixon; and several fine young men and women from Hebbronville High School:
Samuel Jaime Ramirez, Lori A Gonzalez, Tina R Pena, Juan J Riveira Jr, Roberto
Coronado, Cesar A Guerra Jr, Joe A Gonzalez, Kelly Felton, Celina Gonzalez
and their sponsors, Mr and Mrs Victor Canales.
it it iI
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